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REPORT. 


St.  John's  College, 
Annapolis,  Md.,  Jan.  10th,  1878. 

To  the  Hon.  Fetter  S.  Hohlitzell, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland  : 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  custom,  I  have  the  honor  respect- 
fully to  submit,  through  you,  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State,  ray  Report  of  St.  John's  College  for  the  past  two  years, 
and  of  its  present  condition. 

Past  Legislation  in  Reference  to  the  College. 

For  a  correct  understanding  of  the  relations  of  the  College 
to  the  State,  I  would  mention,  briefly,  a  few  points  in  cou- 
nection  with  its  history  which  may  not  be  known  to  all  the 
members  of  your  Honorable  Body.  The  College  was  char- 
tered in  1784,  (Chapter  37,)  and  by  the  terms  of  the  charter 
it  was  enacted,  (Section  ly,)  "that  the  sum  of  £1,750,  current 
money  ($4,666.68,)  be  annually  and  forever  hereajter  given 
and  granted  as  a  donation  by  the  public  to  the  use  of  the  said 
College."  The  private  subscriptions  for  the  establishment  ot 
the  College  amounted  at  that  time  to  $32,000,  and  the  above 
was  the  State's  donation  for  its  continued  support.  This 
was,  however,  withdrawn  by  a  resolution  of  1805,  (Chapter 
85,)  which  resolution  was  held  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
1859  (15  Maryland,  page  330)  to  be  a  violation  of  the  con- 
tract contained  in  the  charter,  and  therefore  void.  A  resolu- 
tion of  1811,  (No.  38,)  restored  $1,000  per  annum  to  the 
College,  and  a  resolution  of  1832,  (No.  41,)  increased  this  to 
$3,000  per  annum,  but  coupled  it  with  the  condition  that  this 
sum  should  be  received  as  satisfaction  in  full  of  all  claims  of 
the  College  upon  the  State.  Tliere  being  no  help  for  it,  this 
condition  was  accepted,  and  at  the  same  time  the  General 
Assembly  added  as  e.r-q/^'c«'o  members  of  the  Board  of  Visitors 
and  Governors,  the  Governor   of  the  State,  the  President  of 


the  Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  Honse  of  Delegates  and  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Matters  continued  iu  this 
condition,  the  State  annually  paying  the  $3,000,  until  after 
the  late  war,  (during  which  the  exercises  of  the  College  were 
necessarily  suspended,)  when  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  Gov- 
ernors, considering  that  their  predecessors  in  1832  had  trans- 
cended their  powers  under  the  charter,  obtained  the  consent 
of  the  General  Assembly  and  instituted  suit  to  recover  the 
arrearages  of  the  original  annuity.  The  Court  of  Appeals, 
however,  held  that  the  College  could  not  avoid  tlie  release 
given  in  1S32,  on  accepting  the  annuity  of  $3,000,  Steps 
were  taken  for  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  hut  the  General  Assembly  of  ISr.B,  (Chapter  101,;  in 
response  to  a  memorial  of  the  Board,  restored  the  annuity  of 
$3,000,  which  had  been  suspended  during  the  war,  and  ap- 
propriated $12,000  per  annum  for  five  years  from  the  first 
of  June,  1868,  for  the  continued  support  of  the  College. 
Thereupon  the  appeal  was  dismissed,  and  the  College  was  re- 
opened in  September,  1866.  As  this  additional  annuity  of 
$12,000  was  on  the  point  of  expiring  by  limitation,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  1872  (Chapter  393)  renewed  it  for  six  years, 
and  appropriated,  besides,  $  10,000  per  annum  for  the  board  of 
fifty  students,  two  from  each  Senatorial  District,  on  condition 
that  they  teach  two  years  in  the  State  alter  leaving  the  Col- 
lege, these  scholarships  being  tenable  by  each  incumbent  for 
four  years  ;  this  Legislature  also  appropriated  a  single  sum 
of  $5,000  for  increasing  the  Library  and  Apparatus  of  the 
College.  It  will  therefore  be  seen,  that  the  annuity  of 
$12,000  expires  with  the  current  year,  and  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  your  Honorable  Body  to  renew  it,  in  order  to  con- 
tinue the  College  in  active  operation.  Just  previous  to  the 
receipt  of  the  first  payment  of  this  annuity  in  1868,  the 
Board  of  Visitors  and  Governors  established  one  hundred  and 
fifty  scholarships  for  tuition,  six  from  each  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict, and  fifty  of  the  incumbents  of  these  scholarships  are 
boarded  free  under  the  Act  of  1872.  It  is  a  question  whether 
the  general  law  (Code  of  1865),  requiring  free  tuition  for 
each  hundred  dollars  of  State  donation,  applied  to  this  annu- 
ity of  $12,000,  but  the  Board  voluntarily  established  these 
scholarships,  and  numbers  of  students  have  availed  them- 
selves of  them. 

Number  of  Students. 

Full  information  wich  respect  to  the  reorganization  of  the 
College  in  1866,  its  number  of  students,  and  its  condition  up 
to  1876,  will  be  found  in  a  "response  of  the  Visitors  and 
Oovernors  to  an  order  of  the    House''    in   1867.  (Document 


H,  H,),  the  Report  of  my  predecessor  lor  1868  (Document  V), 
and  my  Ry ports  for  1872  (Document  L),  1874  (Document 
I,)  and  187H  (January  28th),  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Delegates.  Printed  copies  of  these  papers  are 
herewith  transmitted.  I  would  especially  refer  to  the  table 
in  the  appendix  to  this  Report  for  the  number  of  students 
and  their  classification  during  each  Session  since  the  reor- 
ganization of  the  College,  from  which  it  may  be  seen  how 
the  number  of  collegiate  students  gradually  increased  until 
ail  the  classes  were  organized  in  1870-'71,  since  which  time 
there  has  been  an  average  annual  attendance  of  about  sixty- 
five  (65)  in  the  collegiate,  and  sixty  (60)  in  the  preparatory 
department,  Duriag  the  past  session,  1876-'77,  there  were 
in  attendance  one  hundred  and  twelve  (112)  students,  classi- 
fied as  follows  : 

Seniors  four,  (4,)  Juniors  thirteen,  (13,)  Sophomores  thir- 
teen, (18,)  Freshmen  twenty-five,  (25,)  making  fifty-five  (55) 
in  the  collegiate  department  ;  and  there  were  fifty-seven  (57) 
in  the  preparatory  department.  During  the  present  session, 
there  have  been  in  attendance  so  far,  one  hundred  and  eleven 
(111)  students ;  classified  as  Seniors  twelve  (12),  Juniors 
eight  (8),  Sophomores  twenty-two  (22),  Freshmen  thirty 
(30),  making  seventy-two  (72),  in  the  collegiate  department, 
and  thirty-nine  (39),  in  the  preparatory  department.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  collegiate  students  has 
decidedly  increased,  the  senior  class,  being  the  largest  since 
the  reorganization  of  the  College,  while  the  number  of  pre- 
paratory students  has  correspondingly  diminished.  This  is 
not  to  be  regretted  if  the  students  seek  their  preparation  for 
College  in  the  Count}^  High  Schools  and  Academies,  where 
they  ought  to  receive  it.  It  will  also  be  seen  that  for  eight 
years  nearly  ninety  (90)  students,  on  an  average,  have  been 
annually  educated  at  the  College  free  of  charge  for  tuition, 
and  since  1872  fifty,  or  more,  of  these  have  been  also  an- 
nually boarded  free  in  consequence  of  the  State's  appropria- 
tion. 

Amendment  of  Act  of  1872,  Chapter  393. 

The  attention  of  your  Honorable  Body  has  already  been 
called  (in  my  Reports  for  1874  and  1876,)  to  the  fact  that 
the  Act  of  1872  needs  amendment,  in  that  it  does  not  provide 
for  any  remuneration  to  the  State  on  the  part  of  the  students 
dismissed,  those  whose  scholarships  may  be  vacated,  or  those 
who  may  voluntarily  withdraw  before  the  expiration  of  the 
term  for  which  appointed,  and  afterwards  fail  to  fulfill  their 
obligation  of  teaching.  Some  such  cases  have  occurred,  and 
I  would    again   respectfully   recommend    with    regard  to  the 
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first  two  classes  that  they  he  required  to  refund  the  amount 
of  their  board  and  tuition  while  at  the  College,  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  last,  that  they  be  required  to  forfeit  a  suitable 
proportion  of  their  bonds,  and  that  the  State's  Attorney  of 
ihe  county,  or  city,  interested,  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
bringing  suit  for  recovery  of  the  sum  due  the  State.  In  the 
Louisiana  Law,  which  contains  a  similar  provision,  it  is  pro- 
vided "that  any  student  failing  thus  to  teach  school  as 
herein  prescribed,  shall  be  considered  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and  shall  be  punished  as  a  defaulter  to  the  State  in 
the  Slim  of  money  w^hich  the  State  shall  have  paid  for  his 
tuition  and  maintenance  at  said  institution." 

State  Appropriations  to  the  College. 

As  already  mentioned,  the  approaching  expiration  of  the 
term  tor  which  the  annuity  of  §12,000  was  appropriated,,  the 
last  payment  of  which  is  due  on  the  first  of  June,  1878, 
renders  necessary  an  application  for  its  renewal.  Without 
this  annuity,  it  is  impossible  for  the  College  to  continue  in 
operation,  as  the  only  other  income  possessed  by  the  College, 
is  the  annuity  of  .$3,000,  paid  uader  the  contract  entered 
into  between  State  and  the  College  in  1832,  and  the  tuition 
fees,  which,  for  some  years  past,  have  not  amounted  to  more 
than  §1,500  or  $1,600  per  annum,  the  large  majority  of  stu- 
dents holding  scholarships  for  tuition.  This  annuity,  which 
has  been  received  now  for  ten  years,  may  be  regarded  as  an 
eqiaitable  satisfaction  in  part  of  the  arrearages  due  the  Col- 
lege under  the  original  contract  of  the  Charter.  But  a  much 
more  weighty  argument  for  its  continuance  is  the  necessity  of 
maintaining  a  State  College  of  high  grade  where  the  people 
of  the  State  can  educate  their  sons  at  comparatively  small 
expense.  It  is  an  error  to  force  Marylanders  to  send  their 
sons  to  Colleges  in  other  States  from  the  want  of  a  sure  and 
permanent  support  for  the  leading  College  in  their  own  State. 
It  is  also  an  error  to  confound  university  and  collegiate  edu- 
cation, and  to  argue  that  the  recent  establishment  of  a  promi- 
nent University  in  the  State  by  private  endowment,  should 
render  unnecessary  the  support  of  a  College  by  the  State. 
The  two  grades  of  education  are  entirely  distinct,  and  no 
student  should  seek  a  university  education  until  he  has  com- 
pleted his  collegiate  course.  As  a  matter  of  fact— and  very 
rightly — no  student  can  enter  that  University  to  advantage 
until  he  has  completed  at  least  the  studies  of  the  Sophomore 
Class  of  the  College.  Moreover,  numbers  of  students  will 
annually  receive  their  education  at  the  College  who  will 
never  enter  the  University  from  lack  of  means,  time,  or  de- 
sire to  continue  their  studies  furtlier.     It  is  not  every  student 


who  can  obtain  a  university  education,  but  every  student  who 
desires  it  ought  to  have  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  col- 
legiate education. 

The  appropriation  of  $10,000  is  annually  consumed  in  the 
board  of  iifty  students  and  the  necessary  expenses  incident 
thereto. 

The  Debt  op  the  College, 

This  leaves  §15,000  available  for  the  support  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  this  sum  is  insufficient,  especially  so  long  as  the 
College  is  burdened  with  its  present  debt  of  nearly  $14,000, 
for  which  its  buildings  are  mortgageil,  and  the  interest  on 
which  must  be  annually  paid.  As  stated  in  my  Reports 
heretofore,  the  sum  of  $11,500  was  borrowed  in  186G  to  put 
in  order,  repair  and  refurnish  the  College  buildings,  which 
had  been  used  as  barracks  and  hospital  during  the  war. 
During  the  past  five  years  one-half  of  this  sum  has  been  paid, 
leaving  $5,V50  still  due,  but  this  has  been  done  solely  by 
diminishing  the  salaries  of  the  If'aculty  about  twenty  per 
cent,  annually.  The  sum  of  $7,000  was  borrowed  five  years 
ago  to  liquidate  claims  against  the  boarding  department  pre- 
vious to  October,  1872,  the  receipts  of  that  department  hav 
iug  failed  to  meet  expenses,  which  made  it  necessary  to  raise 
the  price  of  board,  fuel,  lights  and  washing  from  $175  to 
$200  per  annum.  There  is  another  small  sum  of  $775  due 
for  the  instruction  of  free  pupils  during  the  war.  This 
makes  the  debt  in  exact  ^figures  $13,525.  A  bill  appropria- 
ting $15,000  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  was  passed  by  the 
Senate  in  1874,  but  was  not  acted  on  in  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates. Its  payment  was  recommended  in  the  Governor's 
Message  of  1876,  but  the  bill  did  not  come  to  a  vote  in  either 
branch  of  the  General  Assembly.  It  is  hoped  that  your 
Honorable  Body  may  think  proper  to  relieve  the  College  of 
this  incubus,  which  causes  an  annual  drain  upon  the  resources 
of  the  College,  and  consequently,  upon  the  salaries  of  the 
Faculty. 

I'ermanent  Appropriation  for  the  Support  op  the  College. 

There  should  be  a  ijermanenf  annual  appropriation  of  $20,- 
000,  for  the  support  of  the  College,  even  if  this  should  be 
effected  by  reducing  the  amount  expended  for  the  board  of 
free  students  to  $5,000,  that  is,  retaining  one  such  scholar- 
ship from  eath  Senatorial  District  instead  of  two  as  now. 
The  State  might  well  aftord  to  continue  both  scholarships  as 
prizes  for  the  best  pupils  from  the  Public  High  Schools  or 
Academies,  but  the  method  of  appointment  should  be  changed. 
It  would  be  better  for  the  competitive  examinations  to  be  held 


by  a  comiiiittee  of  the  Faculfcy  of  the  College  together  with 
the  County  Examiner,  and  the  Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners should  appoint  on  their  recommendation,  without  re- 
quiring the  approval  of  the  Senator,  or  the  giving  of  a  bond 
OQ  the  part  of  the  appointee.  This  should  be  left  to  the 
honor  of  the  individual,  but  if  the  bond  is  retained,  the  pro- 
visions for  its  forfeiture  should  be  made  more  stringent,  as 
recommended  above.  The  provision  requiring  the  incum- 
bent of  a  free  tuition  scholarship  to  teach  two  years  after 
leaving  the  University  existed  until  very  recently  in 
Virginia,  and  up  to  a  few  years  ago  only  two  cases 
were  known  in  the  history  of  the  University  in  which 
that  provision  had  not  been  strictly  complied  with,  al- 
though no  bond  or  security  was  required.  The  appoint- 
ments to  these  free  tuition  scholarsliips  were  made  by  the 
Faculty  of  the  University,  as  is  still  the  case  in  the  Virginia 
Military  Institute.  That  State  has  recently  doubled  its  an- 
nuity to  the  University,  wlitch  now  amounts  to  $30,000,  and 
offered  free  tuition  to  all  male  citizens  of  the  State  eighteen 
years  of  age,  who  pass  satisfactorily  the  entrance  examination 
required  by  the  Faculty.  With  the  unencumbered  appropri- 
ation of  $20,000  tuition  might  be  made  free  to  all  in  this 
College  on  the  same  conditions,  and  the  remaining  $5,000  of 
the  present  appropriation  might  be  devoted  to  the  prize 
scholarships  for  board  ;  but,  as  it  is,  the  small  amount  of 
tuition  money  received  is  needed  to  eke  out  the  salaries  of  the 
Faculty.  With  this  appropriation,  and  the  debt  of  the  Col- 
lege paid,  the  additional  scientific  professor sidp,  which  I  have 
been  recommending  for  six  years,  might  readily  be  estab- 
lished. It  is  very  much  needed  to  increase  the  iacilities  for 
sc'entific  instruction.  The  subjects  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Natural  Science  are  too  numerous  to  be  taught  by 
any  one  man  even  in  a  limited  collegiate  course,  and  with 
another  Professor  they  might  be  distributed,  and  the  scientific 
course  be  considerably  enlarged. 

With  the  appropriation  of  $5,000  made  by  the  Legislature 
of  1872  for  the  Library  and  Apparatus,  very  considerable 
additions  were  made  to  both,  increasing  very  much  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  College  in  these  respects,  but  that  appropriation 
v/as  exhausted,  and  the  College  still  needs  books,  and  a  good 
chemical  laboratory.  The  annual  Library  fees  amount  to 
about  $500,  but  this  sum  is  not  sufficient  to  keep  the  Library 
supplied  with  the  new  books  and  periodicals  needed,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  deficiencies  in  all  departments  of  science  and 
literature  ,  for  until  the  Legislature  of  1872  made  this  special 
appropriation,  few  books  had  been  added  to  the  Library  for 
twenty-five   years      I  would,  therefore,   respectfully  recom- 


mend  a  special  approi)iiation  o'i five  thousand  (§5,000)  dollars 
for  the  ahove  purposes. 

When  the  Act  of  1872  was  passed,  Garrett  Coimty  was  not 
yet  formed,  and  siiiee  its  formation  students  have  been  ad- 
mitted from  that  county  free  for  board,  although  no  appro- 
priation has  yet  been  made  to  replace  the  amount  thus  ex- 
pended. A  small  appropriation,  about  $1,200,  is  therefore 
needed  for  this  purpose,  and  the  addition  to  the  $10,000  of 
$400  per  annum  for  these  students.  A  bill  including  these 
provisions  was  introduced  at  the  last  Ses.sion  of  your  Honor- 
able Body,  but  failed  to  be  acted  on.  Without  this  appro- 
priation, it  will  not  be  possible  for  the  College  to  continue 
to  receive  free  students  from  that  count}'. 

Owing  to  the  limited  means  of  the  College,  and  the  effort 
to  pa}''  something  annually  on  the  debt,  it  has  been  deemed 
advisable  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  and  Governors  to  dispense 
with  one  of  the  College  Tutorships  for  the  present  session. 
This  has  devolved  additional  labor  upon  the  other  members 
of  the  Faculty,  and  has  prevented  the  efficient  supervision 
heretofore  existing  of  one  of  the  College  buildings.  With 
the  increased  appropriation  above  recommended,  or  even  with 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  it  will  be  possible  to  restore  this 
Tutorship,  and  thereby  place  the  College  in  its  former  con- 
dition. So  long  as  the  Preparatory  Department  continues  of 
its  present  size,  two  Tutors  are  needed  for  the  instruction  of 
its  classes,  and  they  are  also  needed  for  the  supervision  of  the 
College  buildings. 

A  Course  of  Training  for  Teachers. 

The  suggeotion  was  made  in  my  last  Report  that  this  Col- 
lege should  be  recognized  as  the  Male  Normal  School  of  the 
State,  seeing  that  it  was  already  doing  good  work  in  the 
training  of  teachers  under  the  Act  of  1872.  Whatever 
changes  might  be  necessary  in  the  course  studied  by  these 
particular  students  could  readily  be  made,  and  they  would 
leave  here  prepared  not  only  to  teach  in  the  Primary  Schools 
but  after  some  practical  experience  in  teaching,  to  take  charge 
of  High  Schools  in  the  several  counties,  which  grade 
of  schools  is  very  much  needed  all  over  the  State. 
These  schools  exi.st  in  most  of  the  counties  of  the  Eastern 
Shore,  and  have  recently  been  established  in  the  western  por- 
tion of  the  State.  They  should  be  established  in  all  the  towns 
and  villages,  and  in  the  more  thickly  settled  portions  of  all 
the  counties,  and  the  course  of  study  in  these  schools  should 
be  such  as  to  fit  tho.'^e  who  have  completed  it  for  entrance  into 
the  College,  in  a  tew  yi  ars  the  College  would  then  return  these 
students  to  the  counties  (>rep;ired  to  tca';ii  in  the  schools  where- 
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they  themselves  were  taught,  and  thus  the  supply  of  native 
teachers  would  be  kept  up,  who  are  so  greatly  needed  in  this 
State.  While  the  system  of  free  scholarships  for  board  and 
tuition  can  furnish  but  few  teachers  compared  with  the  large 
number  needed  for  the  Primary  Schools  (the  majority  of 
v/hom  are,  however,  female  teachers,)  it  can  in  time  supply 
the  number  needed  for  the  High  Schools,  and  in  this  way  the 
State  fit  large  will  receive  benefit  from  the  money  expended. 

Organization  of  High  School  and  Academic  Education. 

It  will  serve  also  to  make  the  connection  closer  between 
the  Public  Schools  and  the  College,  so  that,  with  a  number 
of  well  organized  High  Schools,  the  State  will  have  a  complete 
system  of  public  education  leading  from  Primary  School  to 
College.  I  would  here  respectfully  refer  to  the  resolution 
with  respect  to  secondary  education,  passed  by  the  State  As- 
sociation of  School  Commissioners  at  its  meeting  in  Novem- 
ber last.  The  Commission  there  recommended  for  appoint- 
ment by  your  Honorable  Body  should  include  representatives 
of  the  Primary  Schools,  High  Schools,  Academies,  and  Col- 
leges, and  by  a  careiul  consideration  of  this  whole  subject, 
they  might  arrive  at  conclusions  which  would  lead  to  a  more 
thorough  organization  of  the  system  of  higher  education  in 
the  State,  and  a  correlation  of  all  grades  of  public  instruction 
up  to  the  completion  of  the  collegiate  course,  after  which 
those  who  have  means  and  inclination  might  continue  their 
studies  at  the  University.  As  illustrating  the  duty  and  in- 
terest of  the  State  in  respect  to  collegiate  education,  I  beg 
leave  to  quote  from  a  former  report  of  the  State  Superintend- 
ant  of  Public  Instruction,  in  which  he  says  : 

"The  continuance  of  State  support  to  these  institutions 
(the  Colleges)  is  claimed  not  as  a  boon  to  higher  education, 
but  distinctly  on  the  grounds  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  so- 
lution of  the  problem  of  primary  education.  Collegiate  edu- 
cation for  all  who  have  time  and  means  to  avail  themselves  of 
it,  under  the  auspices  and  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  is  the 
surest  guarantee  for  ample  facilities  for  the  elementary  edu- 
cation of  every  child  within  our  borders." 

I  would  claim  the  continuance  of  this  support  on  both 
grounds,  for  it  is  now  universally  acknowledged  that  in  the 
liberal  support  of  higher,  as  well  as  lower  education,  the 
State  promotes  effectually  her  best  interests. 

Work  Done  by  the  College. 

The  general  criticism  is  sometimes  heard  upon  the  Colleges 
of  the  State,  that  they  are  not  in  a  flourishing  condition,  but 
it  is  a  pertinent  inquiry,  what   is   expected    of  them    with 
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their  present  means  and  facilities  for  instruction  ?  I  shall  not 
now  refer  to  what  St.  John's  College  has  done  in  days  past, 
but  shall  limit  my  remarks  distinctly  to  the  work  of  the  Col- 
lege since  its  re-organization  in  1866,  and  especially  since 
the  formation  of  all  the  collegiate  classes  in  1870  ;  for  pre- 
vious to  that  year  it  was  still  in  process  of  being,  and  the 
first  graduating  class  was  sent  out  in  1871.  The  average 
number  of  students  in  attendance  at  the  College,  for  eight 
years,  including  the  present  session,  has  already  been  stated, 
namely,  about  sixty-five  (65)  in  the  Collegiate,  and  sixty  (60) 
in  the  Preparatory  Department,  nearly  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  (125)  per  session.  Should  all  of  the  present  Senior 
class  graduate  at  the  close  of  this  session,  the  whole  number 
of  graduates  since  the  re-organization  will  reach  sixty-four 
(64,)  or  an  av^erage  of  eight  per  session.  This  will  compare 
favorably  in  average  attendance  and  number  of  graduates 
with  most  of  the  Colleges  of  this  country,  no  allowance  being 
made  for  the  difficulties  under  which  this  College  has  labor- 
ed. But  besides  the  graduates,  numbers  of  Marylanders 
have  completed  their  collegia,te  education  here  without  reach- 
ing the  Senior  class. 

The  young  alumni  of  the  College  may  already  be  found  in 
the  professions  of  law,  medicine,  divinity,  teaching  and 
journalism,  and  in  the  halls  of  legislation,  and  others  are 
engaged  in  making  their  living  in  equally  as  honorable  and 
important  occupations.  I  would  especially  refer  to  the  Fac- 
ulties of  law  and  medicine  of  the  University  of  Maryland,  for 
the  stand  which  the  graduates  of  th>3  College  have  taken  in 
that  Institution,  and  to  the  County  Examiners,  for  the  good 
work  which  the  former  students  of  the  College  have  done  in 
the  schools  of  the  State,  although  many  have  lelt  here  after  hav- 
ing passed  through  only  the  Freshman  or  Sophomore  class. 
The  course  of  study  is  equally  as  comprehensive  as  that  of 
other  Colleges  of  high  grade,  including  *the  d?partments  of 
Ancient  and  of  Modern  Languages,  Mathematics,  ISTatural 
Science,  Mental  and  Moral  Science,  History  and  the  English 
Language  and  Literature.  The  efficiency  of  the  instruction 
given  your  Honorable  Body  is  respectfully  invited  to  test  by 
the  appointment  of  a  Committee  to  examine  into  the  work- 
ing of  the  College,  and  all  matters  pertaining  thereto,  I 
desire  only  to  emphasize  the  fact,  that  no  honor  is  given  by 
the  College  to  any  student  who  does  not  satisfactorily  pass 
rigid  written  examinations  on  all  subjects  embraced  in  his 
course,  and  this  is  especially  the  case  with  regard  to  the 
Degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  The  Degree  of  Master  of  Arts 
is  also  conferred  only  after  strict  examination — no  degree 
being:  conferred  in  course.     The  fact  that  well  educated  alumni 
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of  the  College  are  annually  sent  out  into  the  various  profes- 
sions and  occupations  of  lite  is  of  the  highest  benefit  to  the 
State,  and  constitutes  a  olaim  upon  the  supjiort  of  the  State, 
for  the  College  is  thus  strictly  fulfilling  the  object  specified 
in  its  charter,  "to  train  up  and  perpetuate  a  succession  of 
ahle  and  honest  men  for  discharging  the  various  offices  and 
duties  of  life,  both  civil  and  religious,  with  usefulness  and 
reputation." 

The  debt  of  the  College,  which  is  sometimes  made  a  cause 
of  objection,  is  but  small  compared  with  the  debts  of  other 
Institutions  near  at  hand.  But  a  few  years  ago  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia  apj^ropriated  $60,000,  in  annual  instalments 
of  $10,000,  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  of  the  Military  In- 
stitute, whose  buildings  were  burnt  during  the  war  ;  and  it 
has  recently  increased  to  $30,000,  as  above  stated,  the  annual 
appropriation  to  the  University,  the  debt  of  which  Institu- 
tion reaches  the  sura  of  $80,000.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  briefly 
also  to  Avhat  some  other  States  have  done  for  their  Institutions 
of  learning.  In  addition  to  income  from  iunds  invested,  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan  has  recently  appropriated  a  specific 
annual  tax  of  gV  ^^^^  on  the  assessed  value  of  the  property 
of  the  State  for  the  support  of  its  Universit}^  so  that  the  in- 
come of  the  University  now  reaches  $150,000  per  annum. 

In  addition  also  to  other  income  from  invested  funds,  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin  has  appropriated  an  annual  tax  of 
-/^  Kaill  on  the  property  of  the  State  for  the  support  of  its 
IJniversity,  the  income  of  which  is  now  over  $100,000  per 
annum.  TiiO  University  of  Minnesota  is  much  smaller 
than  either  of  the  above  Institutions,  and  was  established 
not  more  than  ten  years  ago  ;  it  has  an  annual  income  of  over 
$30,000.  In  addition  to  anw«aZ  appropriations  for  their  Uni- 
versities, the  Legislatures  of  these  States  have  made  special 
appropriations  for  buildings  and  other  purposes,  showing  an 
intention  to  sustain  liberally  the  Institutions  of  learning  in 
their  respective  States.  These  illustrations  might  be  multi- 
plied, but  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary,  as  my  only  object  is 
to  show  that  the  claim  of  the  College  upon  the  continued 
support  of  the  State  is  perfectly  just  and  reasonable,  and 
that  this  appropriation  of  public  funds  is  but  in  accordance 
with  what  many  other  States  are  doing,  whose  people  appre- 
ciate the  importance  of  sut^taining  with  a  liberal  hand  Insti- 
tutions for  the  higher  education  of  their  sons,  and  thus  avoid 
the  necessity  of  sending  their  sons  out  of  the  State  for  this 
purpose. 

I  would,  therefore,  again  urge,    in  conclusion,   the  neces- 
sity of  renewing    and  incieising   the  appropriation   to  this 


College,  that  it  may  continue  its  work  efficiently,  and  especi- 
ally the  im[)oi'tancc  of  making  this  appropriation  permanent, 
that  the  application  for  legislative  assistance,  recurring 
every  few  years,  may  in  future  be  avoided.  Such  legisla- 
tion will  inspire  confidence  in  the  perpetuity  of  the  Col- 
lege, and  in  the  intention  of  the  State  to  take  it  under 
its  special  care  and  to  sustain  it  liberally.  Its  continued 
existence  is  necessary  for  the  education  of  the  sons  of 
Maryland,  and,  as  the  College  is  entirely  without  other 
means  of  support,  in  no  vvay  can  that  be  assured  bufc  by  the 
action  of  your  Honorable  13ody.  It  has  been  suggested  above 
that  by  increasing  the  annual  unencumbered  appropriation 
to  $20,000,  even  if  the  appropriation  for  the  board  of  students 
was  reduced  to  $5,000,  tuition  in  the  Col'ege  might  be  made 
entirely  free,  and  other  specified  wants  might  be  supplied.  I 
would,  therefore,  specially  commend  this  suggestion  to  the 
attention  of  your  Honorable  Body  ;  for,  with  this  appropria- 
tion made  pennanent,  and  the  debt  of  the  College  paid,  appli- 
cations for  assistance  from  the  Legislature  would,  in  future, 
be  avoided,  and  the  College  would  enter,  upon  a  new  career 
of  success  and  prosperity. 

Kecapiiulatiox. 
To  recapitulate  the  points  above  discussed  . 

1.  Relations  of  the  College  to  the  State  as  shown  in  legis- 
lation heretofore. 

2.  r  Amendment  of  Act  of  1872,  (Chapter  393)  in  reference 
to  mode  of  appointment,  and  to  remuneration  to  the  State 
from  appointees  dismissed  or  withdrawn  before  the  expira- 
tion of  their  term. 

3  Renewal  and  increase  of  the  annual  appropriation,  and 
making  this  appropriation  permanent ;  this  increase  can  be 
effected  by  transferring  five  thousand  dollars  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  board  to  the  general  appropriation. 

4.  Payment  of  the  debt,  which  amounts  to  $13,525. 

5.  Special  appropriations  for  Library  and  Laboratory,  and 
for  board  of  students  from  Garrett  County. 

6.  Recognition  of  St,  John's  College  as  the  State  College 
for  training  male  teachers,  and  more  thorough  organization 
of  high  school  education  as  connecting  link  between  the  pri- 
mary school  and  the  College. 

7.  Work  done  by  St.  John's  College  and  its  claims  upon 
the  State  for  continued  and  permanent  support. 

I  have  the  honor,  finally,  in  behalf  of  the  Visitors  and  Grov- 
ernors  of  the  College,   respectfully  to  invite   the  members  of 
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your  Honorable  Body  to  visit  the  College,  inspect  its  build- 
ings and  grounds,  examine  its  working,  and  satisfy  your- 
selves of  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  making  the  above-men- 
tioned appropriations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JAMES  M.  GARNETT, 

Princvpal^ 
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